How psychiatric disorders are missed during medical consultations.
There is a strong correlation between patients' scores on a psychiatric screening questionnaire and the number of cues indicative of psychological disturbance that patients give during the medical interview. Verbal cues have the strongest correlation with psychological distress as measured by the questionnaire, but movement cues and postural cues are also important. The reason why some doctors are better able than others to detect psychiatric illness is that they are more likely to allow patients to express verbal and vocal cues.